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Epidemiology

ÂGallstones (GS) have existed for more than 

35 centuries.

ïThey have been documented in Egyptian 

mummies

Â20 million Americans have GS

Â700,000 cholecystectomys performed 

annually in the U.S.

ÂMost common gastrointestinal disorder 

requiring hospitalization



Prevalence

ÂGS disease increases with agein both sexes

ÂGS are more common in womenat every age
» 22.4% of women aged 60-69 

» 11.5% of men aged 60-69 

ÂFor each 10 year period after age 40 the 

incidence of new GS formation is 3%

ÂCholesterolGS common in developed countries

ÂPigmentedGS common in developing countries



Ethnic Variation

ÂPrevalence varies with ethnicity
» Highest rates in North American Caucasians, Pima 

Indians, Swedish 

» Lowestrates in Asian and Sub-Saharan African 

ÂSuggests a role for both geneticsand 

environmental influencesin the 

pathogenesis of GS










